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Devel opment

ECONOMY

“We Should Not Think AfricalsLost” - IMF Chief

IMF Managing Director, Horst Kohler said Africa can solveits
“homemade” problems of corruption and conflict.

Cameroon Gets US$2 billion Debt Relief

The World Bank Group’s International Development Association (IDA)
and the International Monetary Fund (IMF) have agreed to support a
compr ehensive debt reduction package for Cameroon.

HEALTH

African LeadersMust Break The*Wall Of Sllence” On AIDS-Kaunda
Former Zambian president calls on Africans to break the silence surrounding
the scourge of AIDS to develop lasting solutions.

DISASTER

WEFP Callsfor MoreRelief Aid to Drought-Stricken Uganda

While announcing an expansion of its relief operation in drought-stricken
Uganda, The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) also urges donors
to come forward with the $7.1 million needed to pay for the effort.

“Dirty” diamonds
The UN Security Council, France and Great Britain are making movesto
impose an embargo on “ illegal exports’ of diamonds from Sierra Leone.

MEDIA

Nigeria hosts Africast 2000

The National Broadcasting Commission (NBC), of Nigeria recently hosted

a continent wide conference for broadcasterstagged, “ Africa in World Broadcasting —
The Millennium Challenge.”

WOMEN AND YOUTH

Gender Divide Stifles Women Entrepreneurs

Gender divideisagain identified asa major deterrent to women entrepreneurs,
at the first millennium conference of African entrepreneursin Ethiopia.

UNICEF Signs Child Protection Agreement With Botswana
Botswana has signed a funding agreement with UNICEF to improve the situation
of children in the country.

Environment

URBANISATION

ECA Chief DecriesUrban Problemsin Africa

A senior UN economist has described the problems of urbanisation in Africaasa
“time bomb,” that callsfor careful and systematic solutions.

WILDLIFE
Disease panic affects SA wildlife export

Spain’srejection of a shipload of wild animals from South Africa because

of foot-and-mouth disease, threatens the country’s highly lucrative wildlife trade.
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CONSERVATION

Scientists Take Shortcut to Save an African Medicinal Tree

Kenyan scientists are spearheading effortsto save a tree that remedies
prostate disorders and is said to help prevent prostate cancer.

Useful Tipson Natural Beauty

Some useful tips on how to make your own beauty products. Although
they do not promise “ eternal youth” , at least they are not made from
endanger ed species and do not need to be tested on animals.

Noted...

WOMEN

Egyptian wiveswin travel rights

Egyptian High Court has ruled that an Interior Ministry decree allowing
men to prevent their wives fromtraveling is unconstitutional.

WATER
World Water Watch launched

A new magazine has been launched to track devel oping issuesin the global
water crisis and advocate the sustainabl e use of this precious resource.

Point of View

Rich Or Poor, Into Each Life Some Rain Must Fall
Joachim Buvembo takes a look at the rainsin Uganda and gives a graphic
description of its effects on everyday life

Numbers...

HEALTH
HIV Epidemic Restructuring Africa’s Population

The year 2000 began with 24 million Africans infected with the HIV virus.
I'n the absence of a medical miracle, nearly all will die before 2010. A look
at the demographic implications of the epidemic in Africa.

Children’ s Section

TheLiving Stones

This Swazi |egend takes a look at the tortoise and explains why they hold a special

place in the eyes of the Creator

Parting Shots

Celebrate the wisdom of the African experience with some unforgettable quotes
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Scientists Take Shortcut to Save an African Medicinal Tree 8min. 12secs.
Kenyan scientists are spearheading efforts to save a tree that remedies prostate disorders and is said to
help prevent prostate cancer. Working with their counterparts at the Kenya Forest Research Indtitute
(KEFRI), scientists a the Internationa Center for Research in Agroforestry (ICRAF) are sdlvaging what
remans of Prunus africana, a dow growing and evergreen medicind tree.

The tree, dso known as red stinkwood, grows one meter (3.3 feet) in diameter and between 10 and 24
meters (32.8 to 78.7 feet) high. It is a highland forest tree, and grows in the humid and semi humid
highlands and humid midlands of Africa. According to ICRAF, poachers are earning fortunes by stedling
the trees' rugged, blackish brown bark for illega dedlers. Liquid extracts from the bark are used in the
treatment of benign progtatic hyperplasia and progtate gland hypertrophy.

Progtate disorders, which usudly affect men over the age of 50, often make sufferers more susceptible to
prostate cancer. Prunus africana s leaves are used as an inhdant for fever or are drunk as an infusion to
improve appetite. Water is added to pounded bark, and the red liquid is used as a remedy for ssomach
ache. When peoplefirg started to collect bark from Prunus africana, they did so sustainably. Small pieces
or panels of bark were removed and the standing trees could easily regenerate the removed portion. But
as larger quantities of bark are sought, sustainable practices are being overlooked or ignored. In Mount
Kilum in Cameroon, for example, researchers have observed that 80 percent of mature trees die as a
result of poor harvesting techniques. Indiscriminate poachers are either stripping the tree, which eventudly
leads to its degth, or cutting down the tree entirdly.  Thetreeisfound only in Africaand isbeing felled a
an darming rate to fue a European and American market worth US$220 million a year. The German
market aone isworth US$150 million. The demand for the bark is expected to increase as people in the
developed world rely more on natural cures. Scientists are worried that the growing demand could lead to
the tree' s extinction within 10 years. In fact, The Convention on the Internationa Trade in Endangered
Species (CITES) lists Prunus africana under Category 11, which means a controlled trade in the tree is
alowed. Exporting countries must demondirate that the tree has been obtained sustainably and legdly.

Theextract or powder from Prunus africana sbark iswidely packaged under the name pygeum andissold
in drug stores and hedlth food outlets throughout Europe and North America. The annuad harvest of the
tree bark is estimated at 3,500 tonnes, with Cameroon the leading producer with an annud harvest of
2,000 tonnes, followed by Madagascar with 600 tonnes.

ICRAF seffortsto sdvagethetree are being funded by the Rome based International Fund for Agricultura
Development and the United Kingdon's Department for Internationd Development. ICRAF is helping
farmersto grow the tree and earn aliving through sustainable harvesting of itsbark. It is setting up asystem
by which the bark can be collectively marketed by smdl farmersto natural remedy producers in Europe
and the U.S. under a “green” label. Normally, the tree takes 15 to 20 years to produce seeds, and
between 12 and 15 years to produce bark that contains the prostate remedy’s active ingredients. In a
breakthrough that could be applied to other wild species of endangered trees, scientists have adapted a
technology, mainly used for fruit trees, to shorten the time it takes the tree to produce seed to three years.
The center hopes that farmers cultivation of medicind trees like Prunus &fricana will not only conserve
biodiversty and naturd resources, but have a positive impact on rural development.

Environment News Service
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African LeadersMust Break The“Wall Of Silence” On AIDS - Kaunda 2mins. 8secs.
In Africathereisa*deafening wal of slence on AIDS’ that must be “broken,” former Zambian president
Kenneth Kaundatold asession of the Africa Forum 2000 at World Bank headquarters. An “unneccessary
sigma preventstesting, and discussing AIDS openly in Africais not acceptablein many places, infact, it's
taboo.” Mr. Kaunda warned, “1f we don’t bresk this dangerouswall it will destroy Africa”

The 1986 loss of his son Maguzgo to AIDS at age 30 first brought him into the fight againgt the disease
which has taken the lives of tens of thousands in Zambia and millions in Africa. He became more active
three months ago, organizing the Children of Africa Foundation to campaign againgt AIDS. “Four young
people came up to me and said unless something was done about AIDS, Africals young people would
perish.” The organization is registered in severd African nations, Irdland and the United States. Kaunda
hopes to use his influence to get African leaders to speak out more often and forcefully on AIDS and is
dready chaking up his first mgor victory with the support he won for his campaign at the meeting of
SADC in Windhoek, Namibia this past August.

AllAfrica.com

Disease panic affects SA wildlife export 6mins. 15secs.
A shipload of wild animas from South Africa has been turned away from a Spanish port because of foot-
and-mouth disease, sparking fears the disease could ruin the country’ s billion-rand wildlife trade. Spanish
veterinary authoritiesrefused to dlow the shipment of 26 giraffesand threewhiterhinosto dock a Vaencia
port in November, despite guarantees that they were disease-free. Wildlife traders said thisweek they are
worried the decison could influence other countries to rgect South African game. “This disease has
become very politicised and people in theindustry are terribly concerned about the impact,” says veteran
gametrader Keith Micklgohn. “ Already the M editerranean shipping company that took these animashas
said it won't take another load.”

Foot-and-mouth disease affects cloven-hoofed animds, including wildlife such as buffao, antelope and
giraffe. Despite assurances from the Department of Agriculture and Land Affairs's veterinary services
division that the animals were guaranteed disease-free, the Spanish authorities became nervous about the
shipment when they learned about the outbreak of foot-and-mouth in early September. While the two
countries negotiated over the dedl, the animals were waiting in crates on the Durban docks for more than
aweek and one giraffe had to be euthanased after it didocated ahip. They findly left for Spain on October
5, but on October 20 the Spanish authorities sent afax to the exporters refusing to alow the animalsto be
offloaded. The refusal sparked panic among internationa conservation groups and diplomeats because the
animas food had adready been thrown overboard, in compliance with shipping regulations, and they
would not survive protracted negotiations. Last Saturday night the animals were transferred to another
ship a Freeport in Malta, and this week - 10 weeks after their journey began - they were on their way
back to South Africa

Jeff Richmond, managing director of the exporters, Globd Wildlife Logitics, saystheanimaswere destined
for safari parksin Spain and are worth about R3-million. “1f the government does not control this disease
in KwaZulu-Natd, it will have a serious impact on the industry,” Richmond says. The Department of
Agricultureand Land Affairs veterinary services division thisweek downplayed theimpact of the Spanish
decison, cdling it “highly unscientific’ and “politica”.

KwaZulu-Nata Wildlife Conservation Director Derek Potter saysit appearsthe outbreak in Camperdown
has not spread to game, but precautionary measures are being taken. “Fortunately there are no state or
provincid parks near Camperdown, but there are anumber of private reserves nearby,” says Potter. “Itis
not even clear yet exactly how the disease is spreading; it is possible it may be airborne.”

Daily Mail & Guardian
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ECA Chief Decries Urban Problemsin Africa 5mins.
A senior UN economist has described the problems of urbanisation in Africaasa*“time bomb,” that cals
for careful and systematic solutions. Mogt African citiesare affected by amyriad of difficultiesranging from
high unemployment, desperate vendors, gaping potholes and dilgpidated infrastructures, according to
Kingdey Amoako, the Executive Secretary of the Addis Ababa-based UN Economic Commission for
Africa (ECA). Opening a regiond African Minigerid Conference on the implementation of a Habitat
agendadrawn up four years ago, he said that * urban squaor and rurd poverty werethe painful plight of the
African landscape, that cals for sustainable human settlements and adequate shelter.” Amoako noted that
only 35 percent of peoplein Africalivein urban areasat present, but with an annud increase of urbanisation
at arateof 5 percent, Africaisrecording thefastest urban growth rate. “ About 52 percent of the continent’s
population will be living in urban areas by the year 20207, he said.

“Under current trends of widespread urban poverty and deprivation, contrasted with relative wedth, this
represents asea of social discontent and disorder in the making of a“time bomb,” Amoako observed. He
suggested tackling the problems through higher rates of private investment and economic growth, private-
public partnership, through the devolution of power to enhance good governance. Loca governmentsin
urban centres should aso be involved for the transformation of the informa economy of cities into the
forma economy and “harnessing” the energies of women. Amoako dtated that women condtitute the
mgority of the informa sector, the biggest source of income for most African urban dwdlers.

The Executive Director of Habitat, the UN Centre for Human Settlement, AnnaKgumulo Tibaljuka, said
in her keynote address that the conference would look into “increasing urbanisation and feminisation of
poverty” in many African countries. “As we embark on the urban millennium, when haf of humanity
dready livesin cities and towns, the task is ever more chalenging,” she said.

The Conference will dso draw up an African regiona postion for the Specid UN Generd Assembly
session in 2001, for an overdl review and appraisa of the implementation of the Habitat agenda.

Panafrican News

Gender Divide Stifles Women Entrepreneurs 5mins. 9secs.
Gender divide has been again identified asamgor deterrent to women entrepreneurs. Thiswas at thefirst
millennium conference of African entrepreneurs in the Ethiopian capital, Addis Ababa. The meseting
established the African Enterprise Network or AEN, which bringsunder oneroof the East African Enterprise
Network, West African Enterprise Network and the Southern African Enterprise Network. AEN’srole
will beto act asacontinentd authority on behdf of the private sector on cross-cutting issues such asintra-
African trade, financing, public and private sector dialogue and globdisation.

At the meeting, women entrepreneurs suggested that governments could promulgate laws that encourage
women in business and establish public funds to enable them utilise for “business gart up.” The women
aso caled for deliberate government efforts to promote the acceptance of women entrepreneurs, access
to credit, professona training and networking.

One of thewomen, Claude Ngendumwe, who owns* Fidodid mini market” in Bujumbura, saidthe prevailing
civil grifein Burundi was not conducive for business. “Women, like men, have been trying hard to mekeiit
inbusinessin recent years. But it has been extremely hard for women to make ends meset in their day to day
amdl busness of sdling food stuff in community stdls,” she said. She suggested that African governments
need to introduce mechanisms to enable women engage in business on an equd footing with their made
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counterparts. This could be done by creeting incentives such as laws and specid funds that favour
women, Claudette added.

Similar sentimentswere expressed by Rose Mazula, managing director of Zimbabwe Progress Fund Pt
Ltd. “We would like African governments to come up with policies supporting aspiring women
entrepreneurs,” she said. She complained that women were virtualy excluded from male-dominated
sectors such asfinance, information technology and manufacturing. Rose aso went on to comment that
in many African countries, women have no access to investment credit, except for micro-business,
“Banks ask for dtiffer collatera. But women don’t own property to have property registered under their
name. Thisisregistered under their husbands name or under the names of the couple, but thewife cannot
on her own use this property as collatera. The husband can,” she explained. “We would like African
governments to come up with policies supporting aspiring entrepreneurs,” she added. “The OAU and
ECA should also move beyond more declarations of support, and should press member states to
encourage the private sector, because globalisation requires business dynamism to know and compete
in the world market.”

Panafrican News Agency

UNICEF Signs Child Protection Agreement With Botswana 3mins.
Botswana has sgned a funding agreement with UNICEF to improve the Stuation of children in the
country. Under the three-year agreement, the focus will be on hedlth, education and the protection of
children in the country. On heglth maiters, the money availed under the agreement would focus on HIV/
AIDS, especidly the prevention of mother to child infection and provision of adolescent hedlth friendly
fadilities. Othersareintegrated management of childhood illnessesand capacity buildingin digtrict teams.
In education, the money will be used to provide learning facilities to children in remote areas as well as
pregnant students. For child protection support, the target will be the implementation of obligations
under the convention on human rights of the child.

Alsoto be coveredisthe care of orphansand support of youth programmes. During the Sgning ceremony,
Botswana finance minister Baedzi Gaolathe said that the agreement came at atime when the country is
going through a traumatic phase in its development because of the HIV/AIDS scourge. UNICEF
representative in Botswana Rosemary Feeth said that thefirgt haf of the year was spent on re-focussing
the programme to concentrate exclusively on prevention and mitigation of HIV/AIDS. She added that
there is no possibility of meeting programme gods unlessawar is waged againg the epidemic.

AllAfrican.com

WFP UrgesMore Rdlief Aid to Drought-Stricken Uganda 2mins. 5secs.
The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) in November announced an expansion of itsrelief
operation in drought-stricken Uganda, and urged donors to come forward with the $7.1 million needed
to pay for the effort. “WFP intervention hel ped avert famine earlier this year, but the crissin Karamoja
isfar from over,” sad WFP officid Burk Oberle, referring to the areawhere the agency is expanding its
operation. “ Thisrenewed food aid is absolutely essentiad to maintain thelivelihood of thousands of needy
people living in the region,” he added.

The six-month operation will provide 12,000 tonnes of emergency food rationsto about 190,000 semi-
nomadic people living in Karamoja, which has experienced widespread drought-induced crop failure.
According to WFP, the Government of Uganda has begun to address chronic problems plaguing
Karamoja, such as recurrent food shortages, cattle rustling, ethnic clashes and widespread insecurity.
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Under the expanded WFP operation, the most vulnerable people of the region will receive maize, beans,
vegetable oil and blended fortified foods. The effort dso includes expanded school feeding and food-for-
work programmes.

United Nations

Nigeria hosts Africast 2000 6mins. 22secs.
The National Broadcasting Commission (NBC), of Nigeria recently hosted a continentwide conference
with the theme, “Africain World Broadcagting — The Millennium Chdlenge.” The conference dubbed
Africast 2000 isthethird biennia conference of broadcasters from acrossthe continent. The conferenceis
held every 2 years in Nigeria with the main am of bringing African broadcasters together to address the
immediate and pressing needs of the media on the continent and to help promote Africain a better light.

Over 250 ddlegates attended the 3-day conference from 11 African countries, 5 European nations and the
United Statesof America. About 35 exhibitors (both local and international) exhibited their waresincluding
JVC, BBC, Voiceof Nigeria, NTA, Channds Televison, DBN Teevision, Worldspace, Communicetions
Trend Ltd., DSTV/Multichoice Nigeria, ITPAN, Cand France Internationd and Guaranty Trust Bank and
Communicating for Change

At the opening ceremony, the President, Chief Olusegun Obasanjo, represented by the Minister of Defence,
Lt. Generd Theophilus Danjuma, urged African broadcastersto correct the recurring perception of Africa
in the world broadcasting as disease and conflict-ridden, a poor and beggarly continent. He went on to
encourage broadcasters to feature more loca content in their programming drawing a pardld with the
gtuation in France where over 80% of the programming is localy produced. The President encouraged
broadcagters to assume fully their role as the “fourth estate” in the wave of democracy that is sweeping
across the continent.

Mohammed Abdou of Egypt encouraged participants to benefit from Egypts's advanced satdllite and
network technology while Dr Olu Lafe of Copyquick spoke about the latest advancesin digital technology
and offered advise on how Africa could benefit. Many other papers were papers that looked at the
continent within the broadcasting melieu of the 21 century. Many of the 17 papers ddivered dedlt with the
date of broadcagting in Africa, the governance and development of civil society, broadcasting and the
mediation of culture, and the advancesin broadcast technol ogy. The conference aso emphasized broadcast
financing which was highlighted by the presence of a mgor Nigerian commercid bank at the conference.

A communiqué was issued by the NBC at the end of the 3-day conference. Resolutionsincluded such as
the need to increase broadcasting capacity to include large populations in rura areas who are excluded
from policy formulation and implementation. The conference dso resolved that broadcasting should reinforce
democracy and good governance, represent the African culture truthfully and focus on women and children
issues. The conference also advocated collaboration amongst African countriesin the area of programme
production and digtribution. The importance of plugging into the modern technology such as the third
generdion digita technology

CFC

“Dirty” diamonds 3mins. 4secs.
The UN Security Council, France and Greet Britain are consdering imposing an embargo on “illegd
exports’ of diamonds from SierraLeone. France confirmsthis, having stressed very early on the problem
of SerralLeone should be understood in terms of riva clamsfor control and exploitation of the country’s
natura resources, particularly its diamonds.
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Contral of the diamond-producing areasis often put forward as the main objective of the Serra Leonean
rebels of the Revolutionary United Front (RUF) and as one of the causes of the civil war which hasravage
the country for dmost 10 years. UK Foreign Secretary Robin Cook appedled to the Security Council for
an embargo on diamond imports from Serra Leone to be set up. An embargo would, however, alow
export of diamondsfrom areas controlled by the lega Serral.eonean government. Moreover, the European
Commission has released urgent supplementary humanitarian aid for Serra Leone amounting to 12million
Euros. After consulting Member States, the Commisson set in motion the commitment procedure for this
supplementary aid, which will be managed by the European Humanitarian Office (ECHO) and will be
amed at resdent populaionsinsde Serral_eone and at displaced persons. The Commissionistoincrease
itsaid to health and food services for the 350,000 or so refugees living in neighbouring countries (Guinea,
Liberia). It will dso finance specific programmes aimed a women and children affected by the conflict and
at the disabled and injured.

The Courier

“We Should Not Think AfricalsLost” - IMF Chief 4mins. 6secs.
In a speech that opened the AfricaForum 2000 in November in Washington DC, IMF Managing Director
Horst Kohler said Africacan solveits*homemade’ problems of corruption and conflict. But he linked the
ability to do so to “fadter, sronger and better inditutiona support” from the world community. To obtain
that support, however, African nations must put into place the framework of good governance, fair and
accessblejudicid systems, aconsstent and trangparent regulatory framework and, most of al, acommitment
to private sector development, Kohler said.

He acknowledged the “downside dements of globdization” and said they must be addressed, but he
indsted that unless Africaisintegrated into the globa community in acons dered and sequenced approach,
the continent will not be able to achieve sustainable growth. “We should not think Africaislogt,” Kohler
sad. After vidting Sx African nations in July, he found many reasons to be hopeful, anong them the
initiatives of women. Despite formidable chalenges he said, women “till worked productively. They tried
to solve problems. They didn’t complain. They worked.”

The IMF chief sad heisreturning to Africain February with World Bank Presdent James Wolfensohn.
The vidts, and the increasing attention the Sster organizations will be paying to African poverty issues, he
sad, show tha “there is commitment on our sde” Joining Kohler in cutting the ribbon that formally
opened the conference was Sue Esserman, the Deputy US Trade Representative, who read a statement
by Presdent Bill Clinton. Strengthening the American partnership with Africa has been one of the
adminigtration’ s top priorities, the statement said.

The Forumwasafive-day gathering sponsored by the World Bank Group-IMF AfricaClub, an association
of African and Africarinterested staff of the internationa financid organizations. Forum Coordinator Eric
Chinjetold journdists, dignitaries and conference participants a the opening ceremonies that the event is
designed to support African economies by providing multiple platforms for sharing information on critica
issues, including trade, procurement, investment and funding.

all African.com

Point of View

Rich Or Poor, Into Each Life Some Rain Must Fall 6mins. 7secs.
We have apowerful new leveller in Kampaa It isnot desth, that has been around for sometime. It is not
the Internet, for it is not widespread enough yet. It iswater, dirty brown water, al over the place, thanksto
thefloods. Therainsare here again. They know no status, no dignity. Within afew minutes of adownpour,
which can gart any time of the day, most low lying areas are flooded.
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Thiscity, built on hillsand svampy valeys, can become treacherous a such times. Many nice little houses
just fill up with water. What was a pleasant home, the pride of its owner, becomes a haf-submerged idet
in a dirty lake as the occupants try to sdvage some property before it is dl washed away. The new
homeowners, who built in valeys and the dum dwellersin their cardboard houses are dl levelled by the
rans. Partly to blame are the blocked drainage channels, which have filled with rubbish and soil over the
years. The ongoing enlargement of the Nakivubo Channdl, which conveys most of the city’ s sewageto the
lake through anaturd filter of papyrus swamp, should ease the problem when complete and possibly save
afew hundred houses from “drowning” next yesr.

But evenif you livein abig manson ontop of theexclusve hills, you sill have to comeinto contact with the
water, when you go down to your town office, driveto the shopping centre or take your children to school .
Along theway, you need to struggle through gushing riversof dirty brown weter. Thisweter, which sometimes
rises as high asthe car windows, carriesabit of everything from al over the city. The flotsam rangesfrom
wadte oil from motor garagesto human waste from the thousands of shallow latrinesdl over theplace. The
question to ask is, do you and your passengers first put on gloves before touching your car door? If not,
chances are that you have dl indirectly touched the sickness of asick dum dweller.

But there are a0 nice things to share in this season. These end-of-year rains traditionaly bring with them
the delicious, edible, locust-like green grasshoppers caled nsenene. Like locudts, the nsenene swarm in
the billions and are easy to collect in the mornings. Asthe day progresses, they fly wildly around in the sun
and chasing them around can be dangerous. Many a child has been knocked down by a car chasing
nsenene. Others have been bitten by snakes asthey search for the deliciousinsectsinthe grass. A few are
likely to die this coming month. Such deaths will come hot on the hedls of the Ebola tragedy. Let’'s pray
they will befew.

Joachim Buwembo, The East African, Kampala, Uganda.

Noted...

Egyptian wiveswin travel rights 2mins. 7secs.
The High Court in Egypt has ruled that an Interior Minisiry decree that alows men to prevent their wives
from travelling is uncongtitutiond. The ruling has been wecomed by Mervat Tellawi, who heads Egypt’'s
high-powered Women's Council set up earlier this year. She said it was a step in the right direction for
equdity. Women activigts have been fighting for theright to travd fredy for ~ severd years. A prominent
lawyer who has campaigned for legd improvements for women, Mona Zulficar, sad the ruling was a
great victory. She said the Interior Ministry decree had frequently been used abusvely against women.
Earlier this year Egypt’ s mae-dominated parliament passed new legidation making it easier for women to
divorce. But it baulked at dlowing women the right to travel abroad.

After the latest court ruling, Mervat Tellawi, told the BBC that the next battle was to fight for Egyptian
women to be dlowed to pass on ther naiondity. Currently the children of an Egyptian woman who
marriesaforeigner are not consdered Egyptian. It may affect only ardatively smal number of people, but
it isanother point of principle that Egyptian women are now chdlenging.

BBC News
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World Water Watch launched 1mins. 8secs.
A new magazine has been launched to track developing issuesin the globa water crisis and advocate the
sugtainable use of thisprecious commodity. EntitledWorld Water Watch: the Magazine of the Freshwater
Environment, the publication is planned for four issues a year —the first appeared in January 2000, and
the second, a specid issue on the impending Second World Water Forum and Minigteria Conferencein
the Hague, appeared in early March. The 48-page second issue is well designed, edited, and illustrated,
with awide range of water-related content, including the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands and the WWF
Living Water Campaign (both supporting the magazine' s publication). Subscriptions are available from
Argus Publishing Company, Laus Pahlich Kefedergrund gasse 5/H2, A-1210 Vienna, Audtria (fax+43 1
256 8815, e-mail arquus@nextra.at).

Ramsar

Cameroon Gets US$2 billion Debt Relief 5mins.
The World Bank Group's International Development Association (IDA) and the International Monetary
Fund (IMF) have agreed to support a comprehensive debt reduction package for Cameroon under the
Enhanced Heavily Indebted Poor Countries (HIPC) Initiative. A statement released in Washington revedled
that the total debt relief from al of Cameroon’s creditors is worth around US$2 hillion in nomind terms.
Thisis equivaent to about US$1.26 hillion in Net Present VVaue (NPV) terms - a discounted sum of dl
future debt-service obligations on existing debt. The NPV of debt isameasure that takes into account the
degree of concessondlity. It is defined as the sum of dl future debt-service obligations on existing debt,
discounted, under the HIPC Initiative, at the market interest rate. Whenever the interest rate on aloan is
lower than the market rate, the resulting NPV of debt is smdler than its face vaue, with the difference
reflecting the grant e ement. or gpproximately 27 percent of thetotal NPV of debt outstanding at end-June
1999 after the full use of traditiond debt rdief mechanisms. The Fund and IDA will provide interim debt
relief soon after the decison point.

Thedebt reief under the enhanced HIPC framework reduces significantly Cameroon’ sannua debt service
obligations, and immediately frees about $100 million per year for the next three years for expenditures on
hedlth care, primary education HIV/AIDS prevention, and other critical socid services. The overal impact
on Cameroon’ sbudget is substantia. Debt service as apercentage of government revenue will be reduced
from more than 23 percent today to 12 percent in 2001 and under 10 percent by 2008. It dashes debt
sarvice asapercentage of export revenue from nearly 14 percent today to 8 percent in 2002, and theratio
of the total NPV of debt to exports from nearly 200 percent today to under 120 percent in 2001 and
under 100 percent by 2007.

The statement said that under the enhanced HIPC Initiative, countries with a satisfactory track record of
macroeconomic and structura policy implementation and aNPV of externd debt exceeding 150 percent
of exports are digible to receive debt relief.

Newslink Africa

Numbers...

HIV Epidemic Restructuring Africa’s Population 5mins. 7secs.

The year 2000 began with 24 million Africans infected with the HIV virus. In the absence of a medicd
miracle, nearly al will die before 2010. Each day, 6,000 Africans die from AIDS. Each day, an additiond
11,000 are infected. The epidemic has proceeded much faster in some countriesthan in others. In Botswana,
36 percent of the adult population is HIV-positive. In Zimbabwe and Swaziland, the infection rate is 25
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percent. Lesotho isat 24 percent. In Namibia, South Africa, and Zambia, thefigureis 20 percent. In none
of these countries hasthe spread of the virusbeen checked. Life expectancy, asentind indicator of economic
progress, isfdling precipitoudy. In Zimbabwe, without AIDS, life expectancy in 2010 would be 70 years,
but with AIDS, it is expected to fal below 35 years. Botswana s life expectancy is projected to fal from
66 years to 33 years by 2010. For South Africa, it will fall from 68 yearsto 48 years. And for Zambia,
from 60to 30 years. Theselife expectancies are more akin to those of theMiddeAgesthanof themodemeage

The demography of this epidemic is not well understood smply because, in contrast to most infectious
diseases, which taketheir heaviest toll among the elderly and the very young, thisvirustakesitsgrestest toll
among young adults. The effect on mortality is most easily understood. In the absence of alow-cost cure,
infection leadsto deeth. Thetimefrominfection until death for adultsin Africaisestimated a 7 to 10 years.
This means that Botswana can expect to lose the 36 percent of its adult population that is HIV-poditive
within this decade, plus the additiona numbers who will be infected within the next year or two. The HIV
toll, plus norma desths among adults, meansthat closeto half of the adultsin Botswanatoday will be dead
by 2010. Other countries with high infection rates, such as South Africa, Swaziland, and Zimbabwe, will
likely lose nearly athird of their adults by 2010.

Adults are not the only ones dying from AIDS. In Africa, infants of motherswho are HIV-positive have a
30 to 60 percent chance of being born with the virus. Ther life expectancy is typicaly lessthan 2 years.
Many more infants acquire the virus through breastfeeding. Few of them will reach school age.

Newslink Africa

Children’s Section

The Living Stones (A Swazi L egend) 7mins. 5secs.
The Creator, who made dl theanimals, dso made apair of creaturesknown asliving stones, because they
looked so much like apair of cracked, brown rocks. These, were, of course, Tortoise and hiswife. The
Tortoiseslived together for many, many years. But to their sorrow, they didn’t have any children. Y ear after
year went by, and each year the Tortoise hoped that this would be the year that they would have young.

Finally, the husband Tortoise went to the Creator, and humbly asked if their greatest wish could be granted.
Their long, long yearstogether, he said, had been empty without any young of their own. The Crestor told
Tortoise that he and hiswifewere, by then, too old to have children. Tortoise' swifewould surely die from
the strain, He said. The Tortoises must be content with each other’s companionship.

Tortoise and his wife were greetly disgppointed. After a while, Tortoise thought to himself, “Surely the
Great Oneismistaken, If wedo not have young ones, who will follow us? And liketherocksweresemble,
surdy we must be ageless.” So back he went to the Cresator. But his plea was met with the same reply.

Now Tortoiseredly was convinced that the Creator must be wrong. Finaly he threw himsdf at the Great
One' sfedt, for the third and the last time. The Creator was moved a Tortoise' s courage, persstent and
sorrow, S0 Helet the couple have their young ones. He dso gave Tortoise the following advice. “ Tell your
wifeto take good care of hersdlf. Sheisredly much too old to produce eggs. But when her time comesfor
egg-laying, she must waich the eggs carefully. She must keep them warm, but not let them get too hot. She
must protect them with her body until they hatch.”

Old Tortoise was overjoyed, rushed home with the good news. But he did not mention that the strain might
kill hiswife. Heingtructed her on the care of her eggs, and she carefully followed the advice of the Cregtor.
Sheaewell, took caretorest alot, and did no heavy work. She managed to lay the eggswithout too much
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trouble, and after the incubation time was over, and four lovely baby tortoises were hatched, she looked
after them just as the Creator had advised.

However, asin al matters, the Great One was right. The old mother tortoise, taxed beyond her sirength,
died. The bereaved husband did his best to care for his young ones, but soon he too died, of a broken
heart. The Great One looked down with pity upon the orphaned babies, and decided to care for them
Himself. He guided each to food, and provided for them.

And now, no mother tortoise ever hasto care for eggs, or her babies; for the Creator ordered the Sun to
warm the eggs, and when tortoise babies are hatched, each oneis able to take care of itself. The Creator
shows it where to find food, and how to hide ingde it shell when danger threatens.

When the Hippo was hairy

Useful Tips on Beauty 4mins. 8secs.
For thousands of years, different cultures around the world have used products made from various plants
and animas- rhinoceros horn, whae fat and turtle cream — to enhance beauty and to maintain a youthful
gppearance. In some cases, the large demand for such products hasled to the over-exploitation of species
that are now in danger of extinction. In addition, many beauty products are tested on animals before they
are put on the market. Here we give you some useful tips on how to make your own beauty products.
Although they do not promise“eterna youth”, at least they are not made from endangered species and do
not need to be tested on animals.

Mashed avocado (purée) is an excdlent conditioner for your hair and givesit great shine. It isalso agood
moisturizer for the scap. How to use it — once you have washed and rinsed your hair, apply a generous
amount of avocado purée and leave it to soak in. (Maximum gpplication timeis 30 minutes). Rinse your
hair thoroughly and then brush or style.

To smooth away wrinkles and remove or lighten skin blemishes caused by the sun, wash and dry your face
thoroughly. Apply some mashed avocado to your skin. Leaveit on for 15 minutes and then rinse your face
with plenty of cold water. Avocado is an excdlent natural skin moisturizer. It is aso chegp and does not
contain harmful chemicas,

AloeVeraisamedicind plant with many different uses. Among its many wonders, this natural heder isan
effective curefor burnsand scars. How to use it — Cut off aleaf, placeitinajar of water and leaveit in your
refrigerator. When it iswell chilled, remove the leaf from the jar of water and you will notice that the plant
releases akind of gd. Thisgel can be gpplied to burns on the skin or may smply be used asamoidurizer.
You can dso use Aloe Veraon your hair to give it dadticity and shine.

WWF

Parting Shots
Celebrate the wisdom of the African experience with these unforgettable quotes

On character
Rotten wood cannot be carved even by the best of carvers

Nigeria
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An empty sac will not stand upright
Ghana

However far a streamflows it never forgetsits source
Uganda

On Unity

If the right hand washes the | eft hand and the left hand washes the right hand, both hands will be
clean

Lesotho

The eyelids and the eyeballs should not quarrel
Ghana

If spider webs unite they can tie up an elephant
Ethiopia

African Proverbs
And afina word on consarvation. ..

We ar e passing through a time of unprecedented destruction of things of the spirit and of the natural
order. We have been caught up by personal greed and national competition. The very body of life on
this planet is now being threatened by the destruction of the earth’s green mantle, the trees. The
ancients believe the earth was a living being that felt the actions of people upon it. | submit that
since we have no scientific evidence to the contrary, we accept this view and behave accordingly.
Richard St Barbe Baker,

Forester, author and conservationist, 1889-1982
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